
pharmaceutical manufacturing houses making pills or tablets.
The following list taken from the catalogue of a pharmaceu¬
tical manufacturer, is typical of its kind:

39. Amenorrhea.
285. Emmenagogue, "A," Bonjean.

Emmenagosue Dobermann (721).
236. Emmenagogue, "B." Hooper.
287. Emmenagogue, "C," No. 4.
288. EmmeiinjiOgue, "D," Mutter.

EniiuriiauDïiit, Mutter, Improved (710)
Ergotin, Bonjean, 2 gr. (713).
Ergotin, Bonjean, 3 gr. (714).
Ergotin, Bonjean, 5 gr. (715).

294. Ergotin Compound, Goodson.
Should the firms who list these preparations be charged

with the matter, their defense would be that all these many
formulas for ''emmenagogue pills" were made at the request
of physicians, who prescribed them. While the defense is a

weak one, nevertheless we believe that physicians should
carefully refrain from prescribing such ready-made formulas.
This applies particularly to preparations having therapeu-
tically suggestive names, names which the public is quick to
understand—or misunderstand—and to recommend for pur¬
poses not thought of by the prescriber. It is but another
illustration of the general objectionableness of "ready-made
prescriptions."

PRESS-CLIPPINGS AND NOSTRUM ENTERPRISE
Of the many charges that may be preferred against the

"patent medicine" makers, lack of enterprise in obtaining
prospective victims is not one of them. We have referred
before to that brilliant stroke of advertising done by the
exploiters of Purgoii. who panegyrized their purgative on
sheets of toilet paper. More recently two cases have been
brought to our attention in which "patent medicine" makers
have resorted to the use of the press-clipping bureaus, for
lists of possible purchasers. The following news item
appeared in the Brockton (Mass.) Times.

"Mrs. Wni. Wilcox is at the Jordan Hospital, suffering from an
attack of acute rheumatism."

This piece of news was garnered in by a clipping bureau mil
sent to one of its customers—the exploiters of the nostrum
"Angeline." If its manufacturers are to be believed—which
they are not—"Angeline will permanently cure acute and
chronic rheumatism." So the Angeline booklet is sent to Mrs.
Wilcox, evidently in the belief that advertising bread cast
on the waters may come back after many days in the form
of an order.

Raymond & Co., who sell "Raymond's Pectoral Plasters,"
also use press-clippings. A Sunday-school superintendent, of
a small village in Virginia, recently received one of Raymond's
"positive cures" for whooping-coughs, bronchitis, etc., with
the following ingenious note:

Dear Sir :—We noticed in the
-

Journal that Whooping
Cough is Interfering with the attendance of your school and are of
the opinion that Raymond's Pectoral Plastees are not known in
your vicinity, or this would not be the case. We wish you would
hand the one inclosed to the mother of one of the little ones
affected, that she may see for herself what they Accomplish. Then
when you are both satisfied as to their Merit will you kindly
advise us, on the inclosed card the name of the merchant in

-who sells medicines of any kind that we may take up with him the
sale of these Pectoral Plasters in your community.

Association News

THE LOS ANGELES SESSION
Additional Data About the Annual Session This Month
The Sixty-Second Annual Session of the American Medical

Association will be held in Los Angeles, June 27 to 30. The
Journal commenced to give information about it in February.
In March there were full details of the railroad arrangements.
The Los Angeles Number was issued May 20, devoting twenty\x=req-\
seven pages to a detailed and illustrated write-up. In that
issue the programs of the sections were given. Additional
information was published May 27, page 1589. The follow-
ing additional announcements have been received:

MEDICAL ALUMNI REUNIONS AT LOS ANGELES

The usual class reunions will be held on Tuesday evening,
June 27. The committee, through the local representatives
of the various alumni, will arrange for the places of meeting
and procure to the members the most reasonable rates for, the
dinners. A large register in charge of an attendant will be
at the Bureau of Registration on the fourth floor of the Ham-
burger Building, Eighth and Broadway, where the alumni of
the various colleges are requested to register. Members of
the Association will confer a great favor on the committee by
attending to this, as it will be impossible in any other manner
to determine the number to be provided for by the caterers
at the various reunion dinners. Information will be given by
the registrar as to the places in the city where the reunions
are held. It would greatly facilitate the work of the commit¬
tee if the members who expect to attend reunions would at
once notify the chairman by letter.

Andrew Stewart Lobingier, Chairman,
Committee on Section Entertainment and Alumni Reunions.
608 Helman Building, Los Angeles.

RED CROSS FIRST AID CAR

The American Red Cross First Aid Car will be at Los
Angeles during the Annual Session. This car, engaged in
teaching first aid to the injured in the various parts of our

country, is devoted primarily to such instruction on the rail¬
roads, but at the various stops made opportunity is always
taken to instruct employees in the various manufacturing
plants and others. At Los Angeles we will be very glad to
receive all members of the American Medical Association who
care to visit the car. Its location will be announced later.

Charles Lynch,
Major, Med. Corps, U. S. Army, in Charge, First Aid Dept.

MEDICAL EDITORS TO MEET

The annual meeting of the American Medical Editors' Asso¬
ciation will be held at the Alexandria Hotel, June 26 and 27,
under the presidency of Dr. Joseph MacDonald, Jr. The
annual banquet will be Monday evening at the same hotel.
Further information can be obtained from Dr. MacDonald
at 92 William Street, New York.

New Suture Material

To the Editor:\p=m-\Fora number of months I have been using,
particularly in certain forms of plastic work, a new suture
material to which my attention was first called by Dr. Gates,
of Bucyrus, O. The material is enameled copper wire. This
wire is used in electric work, is very cheap, and I have found
it very satisfactory. I get it in two sizes, the smaller size
taking the place perfectly of horsehair, while being in many
respects much more satisfactory. I use it largely in cases in
which I wish to secure accurate apposition of skin incision so

as to avoid scar. I have also used the larger size in cleft
palate work, using a shot to secure the ends of the wire,
the shot not only holding the ends securely but in a large
measure keeping the child from working his tongue against
the roof of the mouth.

This wire is made by the Dudlo Manufacturing Company,
of Cleveland, and it is so cheap that a dollar's worth will last
for these purposes a long while. I have been using a larger
size in some eases in closing the abdominal incision, but am
not sure that it presents any advantages over silkworm-gut,
except that it is materially cheaper.

J. F. Baldwin, M.D., Columbus, O.

The Round Ligament Operation
To the Editor:\p=m-\InThe Journal, May 20, is a letter from

Dr. Raymond Turck, of Jacksonville, Fla., concerning the
round ligament operation which has been under discussion.
He makes therein a statement which may be construed as
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an insinuation that I heard of an operation performed by him
in the Chicago Hospital during September, 1901, and imme-
diately afterward published my paper on October 5.

It is rather curious that Dr. Turck should not have written
this letter ten years ago. The explanation is simple. Dr.
Turck has, within the last two years, developed an animus
against me, for reasons which it is not necessary to go into
here.

My first round ligament operation was performed on the
living subject (Mrs. H., wife of an army officer) in the early
part of April, 1901, in the Chicago Hospital (where Dr. Turck
worked regularly). It was demonstrated to the staff of the
hospital, by whom I was assisted, as an original procedure. I
first conceived the idea in February and performed the opera¬
tion in March on two bodies in the dissecting-rooms of Rush
Medical College. During the following months I carried out
the procedure several times in the Rush Medical Clinic and
in the Presbyterian Hospital. These case-records are on file
in the latter institution.

I wrote my short paper and made my "very crude drawing"
during my August vacation. I did not publish it until October
because I wished to examine my early cases occasionally to
determine the results of the operation. At this period my
usual procedure on cases of rétroversion was Kelly's ventro-
suspension. I did not abandon this operation until about
three years later, after I had thoroughly tested my own

operation, and had observed several patients who had success¬

fully stood trie test of pregnancy.
From Dr. Andrews himself, some time after my paper had

appeared, I first heard that Dr. Frank Andrews had carried
out a somewhat similar procedure. He had never published
any account of it. From conversations which I have had with
Dr. Andrews it is clear that he was the first to carry out
the principle of the operation, though, not having made it
public, he has no complaint against one who conceived it
independently and first described it. Priority can be histor¬
ically determined only by the evidence of publications.

As to Dr. English's letter in your same issue, I diould like
to point out riiat the operation is not meant to produce the
result obtained by ventro-fixation or by the Alexander, Mont¬
gomery, Gilliam procedures or others of this variety. If it
were so, his criticism would be good. I do not aim to suspend
the uterus, or to draw it upward unnaturally, as is the effect
of these operations. I aim merely at placing the organ in
its natural anteverted position, trusting to intra-abdominal
pressure acting on the posterior (upper) surface of the uterus
to keep it there. Dr. Baldy has very satisfactorily elucidated
this principle in his recent papers. If there is some degree
of prolapse in addition to the rétroversion, I always shorten
the uterosacral as well as the round ligaments. If a surgeon
wishes to suspend the uterus from the anterior abdominal
wall, I advise him not to use my operation.

J. Clarence Webster, Chicago.

Queries and Minor Notes
Anonymous Communications will not be noticed. Every letter

must contain the writer's name and address, but these will be
omitted, on request.

FORMULARIES
To the Editor:—Please inform me where I can obtain the very

best formulary now in print ; and also a book of a general character,
containing formulas for the manufacture of almost every compound
known, both proprietary and otherwise.

V. J. Ward. M.D., Berlin, Ga.
Answer.—It is difficult to say which is the best formulary

as that will vary with the purpose for which it is needed.
In our opinion the "very best formulary" is "The Physicians'
Manual of the U. S. Pharmacopeia and the National Formu¬
lary," published by the American Medical Association, price
40 cents. Information regarding patent or secret prepara¬
tions is apt to be unreliable on account of the difficulties
in making complete and accurate analyses of these prepara¬
tions and because their secrecy enables their proprietors to

change the formulas frequently. If the physician hopes to
gain anything in his own practice by a knowledge of the
composition of these medicines he is apt to be grievously
disappointed, for the formulas, instead of testifying to rare

knowledge of therapeutics, not in the possession of the aver¬

age physician, usually call for ingredients, the therapeutic
properties of which, if they have any, are well known to the
medical profession. These properties are, however, usually
so indefinite that they are little suited for use'in any special
case. It is an absurdity for a physician, after having given
much time and skill to the exact diagnosis of a case, to apply
a remedy which is equally suited to a dozen different, even if
similar, ailments.

The following list includes the more prominent formularies:
dimming : Formulary, L. S. Matthews & Co., 2623 Olive Street,

St. Louis, $2.50 net.
Fenner : Complete Formulary, B. Fenner, Westfield,  . Y., $10

net.
Beasley : Druggists' Receipt Book, P. Blakiston's Son & Co., 1012

Walnut Street, Philadelphia, $2.50 net.

TEST FOR LEAD IN URINE
To the Editor:—Kindly describe a test for lead in urine which is

reliable and which a general practitioner with limited technic and
facilities could make in his office. A. L.

Answer.—Any method of testing for lead in urine involves
the evaporation of the urine and usually the passage of
hydrogen sulphid, which processes give off highly offen¬
sive odors that the physician will hardly care to have in his
office. The following is a reliable method but involves more

apparatus than most practitioners possess.
A quart of urine acidified with acetic acid is evaporated to

dryness and fused in a crucible with a little pure potassium
nitrate until it becomes white. When the crucible is cool,
dilute hydrochloric acid is added hot to extract the residue
after ignition. The extract is then filtered and the filtrate
treated with ammonia to alkaline reaction, to precipitate the
phosphates and iron. Ammonium sulphid is added at the
same time to throw down the lead and iron as sulphids. This
deposit is washed three times by décantation with hot water;
then water acidified with hydrochloric acid is added, and the
whole allowed to stand until the next day. It is then filtered
through a small filter and the residue washed. A little pure
nitric acid is then added drop by drop to dissolve the lead
sulphid left on the filter and to carry it through as nitrate.
This filtrate is collected in a watch-glass, evaporated to dry¬
ness, and the final test made by adding a drop of water and a

crystal of potassium iodid. A yellow precipitate denotes lead.
(Peterson and Haines: Text-Book of Legal Medicine and
Toxicology, 1904, ii, 388.)

The Public Service
Medical Department, U. S. Army

Changes for the week ended May 27, 1911.
Fisk, Owen C, lieut., on expiration of his present leave of absence

will proceed to the Army and Navy General Hospital, Hot Springs,
Ark., for observation and treatment.

Slater, Ernest F., M.U.C., now awaiting orders at New York City,
will proceed to Columbus Barracks, Ohio, for duty.

Roberts, William M., major, relieved from duty with the maneuver
division, San Antonio, Texas, and wrill proceed to Fort Thomas, Ky.,
reporting on arrival to the adjutant-general of the Army.

Stanton, Samuel C, C.S., entered into contract for duty as attend¬
ing surgeon, headquarters.

Heterick. H. H., M.R.C., left Fort Brady, Mich., on fifteen days*
leave of absence.

Crampton, Louis W., colonel, granted leave of absence for four
months, with permission to go beyond the sea, to take effect on his
relief from duty in the Philippines division.

Thomason, Henry D., captain, ordered to proceed to Raleigh and
AsheVille, N. C, to assist in the reorganization of the sanitarytroops of the state.

Eliot, Henry W., M.R.C., now at Fort McKinley, Maine, is
relieved from further duty in the Army transport service and.will
report to commanding officer of that port for duty.

Vose, William E., major, granted leave of absence for two months
and fifteen days, to take effect about July 15 ; ordered to proceed to
Jackson Barracks, La., about July 1. 1911, for temporary duty, and
after completion thereof, and on expiration of leave of absence, will
proceed to the Philippine Islands for duty.

Speisseggvr, Charles  ., Jr., M.R.C., is ordered to active duty and
will proceed to Fort Moultrie, S. C, for duty at that post ; on
return of Major Frank C. Baker, Medical Corps, Lieutenant Speis-
segger will stand relieved from further duty at that post and from
active service in the Medical Reserve Corps.

Powell, William  ., captain, reports from detached duty with
troops to Fort McKinley, Maine, to leave of absence for ten days.
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